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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on see detailed Office action . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3}D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IEI Claim(s) 17-20 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claimfe) 1 2. 13-16.21 and 22 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claimfs) 3-12 is/are obiected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacennent drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2, n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed OfTice action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) P^per No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mall Date 1/21: 2/3: 3/2/P5 . 6) M Other: Sample TP, 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev, 1 -04) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 041 52005 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is responsive to communication received 01/21/2005- IDS 
and Amendment; 02/03/2005 - IDS; 03/02/2005 - IDS. 
Claims 1-22 remain pending. 
Following is an action on the MERITS: 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and. In re Thorington. 
418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection teased on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1 . 1 30(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

Claims 1 , 2, 1 3, 14 and 15 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-11 
of copending Application No. 10/898,098. Although the conflicting claims are not 
identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because the claimed invention 
of the '098 application obviates the features required by the instant claims. For 
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example, as to instant claim 1 , note claim 3 of the '098 application, which includes a 

face member, first arm, second arm, central member, first and second cavities and wing 

portions. Though the instant claims lack a "back surface", as required by the claimed 

'098 invention, the exclusion of a back surface from the '098 application would have 

been obvious to the skilled artisan in order to alter the design of the head. The 

remaining features of the instant invention are otherwise detailed by the '098 claimed 

invention. For instance, as to instant claim 2, see claim 1 of the '098 application. As to 

instant claim 13, see claims 5 and 6 of the '098 application. As to instant claim 14, see 

claims 4 and 6 of the '098 application. As to instant claim 1 5, see claim 7 of the '098 

application. This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because 

the conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Enclosed with this Office action is a sample terminal disclaimer which is effective 
to overcome a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection over a pending 
application (37 CFR 1 .321 (b) and (c)). 

Also enclosed is a sample Statement Under 37 CFR 3.73(b) (Form PTO/SB/96) 
which an assignee may use in order to ensure compliance with the rule. Part A of the 
Statement is used when there is a single assignment from the inventor(s). Part B of the 
Statement is used when there is a chain of title. The "Copies of assignments..." box 
should be checked when the assignment document(s) (set forth in part A or part B) 
is/are not recorded in the Office, and a copy of the assignment document(s) is/are 
attached. When the "Copies of assignments..." box is checked, either the part A box or 

the part B box, as appropriate, must be checked, and the "Reel , Frame " 

entries should be left blank. If the part B box is checked, and copies of assignments are 

not included, the "From: To: " blank(s) must be filled in. This 

statement should be used the first time an assignee seeks to take action in an 
application under 37 CFR 3.73(b), e.g., when signing a terminal disclaimer or a power of 
attorney. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 16 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cameron C857). Reference is made to the attached highlight of Figures 1 and 2, 
showing a face member, first arm, second arm, central member, first opening, second 
opening, wherein the central member includes a U-shaped wall, wherein the first and 
second openings are not closed off. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Cameron ('857) in view of Ross. To have modified the Cameron device to include a 

face plate would have been obvious in view of the patent to Ross, which shows it to be 

old in the putter club art to include these features. A separate and distinct striking plate 

enables the skilled artisan to tailor the ball striking characteristics of the club head and 

also facilitates removal, repair and replacement of the striking face portion in the event 

of damage. 
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Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In the last line of 
claim 1 , "recess" should read -cavity-. Appropriate correction Is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-15 and 17-20 appear to be allowable over the prior art references of 
record. Again, note the obviousness-type double patenting rejection of claims 1, 2, 13, 
14 and 15, set forth above. 

Claims 3-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 16 would be allowable over the prior art of record if amended to replace 
the last paragraph "said central member including a substantially U-shaped wall at one 
end thereof that merges with the back surface of said face member, said arcuate wall 
having a top edge with a middle portion that is curved and opposed side portions" with 
the following proposed language: 

-said central member including a substantially U-shaped wall at one end thereof 
that merges with the back surface of said face member, said U-shaped wall comprising 
an arcuate wall having a top edge with a middle portion that is curved against the back 
surface and further comprising opposed side portions extending from said middle 
portion and sloping downwardly from said top edge adjacent each of said first and 
second openings-. 
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Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sebastiano Passaniti whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4413. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (6:30-3:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Vidovich can be reached on 571-272-4415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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CERTTHCATE UNDER 37 C F R. S 3.73fb> 



Applicant:^ ^ 

Application No.: Filed:. 

For 



(Nunc of Am^cc) (Type a( Aw^oc^ e-g^ oorportdoa. pcrtoccihip. univcziicy. govcmmenl Agoicy. eic.) 



ccniftcs that it is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest -in the patent application identified above by virtue of cither: 

A. ( 1 An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application identified above. The assignment was recorded in ihe 
Patent and Trademailc Office at Reel . Frame . or for which a copy thereof is attached, 

OR 

- B. ( ' 1 A chain of tide from the invcnior(s), of the patent application identified above, to the current assignee as shown below: 

1. From: ; To:^ 

The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is aciacbcd- 

2. From: To: , : 

The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel . Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

3. Fro.ra: To: 

The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel . Frame . or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

( ] Additional documents in the chain of tide are listed on a supplemental shccL 

[ ] Copies of assignments or other documents in the chain of title arc aitached. 

. The undersigned has reviewed all the documents in the chain of title of the patent application identified above and, to the best 
of undersigned's knowledge and belief, title is in the assignee identified above 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is empowered to act on behalf of the assignee; 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge arc true, and that all statements made on information 
and. belief are believed to be true; and further, that these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements, 
aixi the like so made, are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001, Title 18 of the United Suies Code, 
and that such wiUfiil false sutcments may jec^ardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 

Date : 

Name : , 

TiUe : 



Signature:, 



CORRGCTION OF PA TENTS 



I4*>0 
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TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A PROVISIONAL DOUBLE PATENTING 
REJECTION OVER A PENDING SECOND APPLICATION 



Docket Number (Optional) 



In re Application of: 
Application No.: 
Filed: 
For: 

The owner*. , of percent interest in the instant application hereby 

disclaims, except as provided below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant 
application, which would extend beyond the expiration date of the full statutory term defined in 35 U.S.C. 1 54 to 
156 and 173 as shortened by any terminal disclaimer filed prior to the grant of any patent granted on pending 

second Application Number , filed on , of any patent on the pending 

second application.The owner hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant application shall be 
enforceable only for and during such period that It and any patent granted on the second application are 
commonly owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon 
the grantee, its successors or assigns. 

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of any patent granted on 
the instant application that would exteng to the expiration date of the full statutory term as defined in 35 U.S.C. 
154 to 156 and 173 of any patent granted on the second application, as shortened by any terminal disclaimer 
filed prior to the patent grant. In the event that any such granted patent: expires for failure to pay a maintenance 
fee. is held unenforceable, is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, is statutorily disclaimed in 
whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321. has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate, is 
reissued, or is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration of its full statutory term as shortened by any 
terminal disclaimer filed prior to its grant. 

Check either box 1 or 2 bek>w, if appropriate. 

□ For submissions on behalf of an organization (e.g.. coi]poratk>n. partnersNp. university, government agency, 
etc.), the undersigned is empowered to act on behalf of the organization. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements 
made on infonnation and belief are believed to be true: and further that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent Issued thereon. 

2. I I The undersigned is an attorney or agent of record. 



Signature Date 



Typed or printed name 

I I Temiinal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1 .20(d) is included. 

WARNING: Infonnation on this form may become public. Credit card infomf^atlon shoukl not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card infonnation and authorization on PTO-2038. 

•Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required If terminaJ disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner). 
Form PTO/SB/96 may t>e used for making this statement. See MPEP § 324. 



Burden Hour SlotemenI: This torm b ©«!lmat«d to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary dependiog upon the needs of Ihe IndivkJua! case. Any conwnents on 
(he emouni of time you are requirod to comptele this torm should t)e sent lo the Chief Infomoatton Officef. U.S. Patent and TrademarV Office. Washington. DC 
20231 DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commtssionef for Patents. Washington. DC 20231. 
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